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Situation Summary and Highlights 
 
 As of 05 December, PNG has officially reported a 

cumulative total of 35,571 confirmed cases of COVID-
19 including 551 COVID-19 confirmed deaths. 

 A total of 481 newly diagnosed COVID cases were 
reported including 6 known deaths in the last 7 days. 

 38 new delta cases were reported, increasing the 
cumulative number of delta cases in country to 387. 

 211,421 people are fully vaccinated, representing 
11.3% of the government’s 20% target for 2021 Phase 
I COVID-19 vaccinations. Over 279,220 people have 
been vaccinated with at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine. 

 Commissioner of Police and Controller of the PNG 
COVID-19 National Pandemic Response David 
Manning has reassured the nation that a careful watch 
is being undertaken of the new emerging COVID-19 
strain that has been named as Omicron. 

 The Omicron strain of COVID-19 is the fifth identified 
as a Variant Of Interest (VOI) by WHO. As of 30 
November, Omicron has been detected in ten 
countries which are Australia, Belgium, Botswana, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Eswatini, Germany, Hong 
Kong, Israel, Italy, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Netherlands, South Africa, the United 
Kingdom and Zimbabwe. 
 
 

Cluster Updates & Priorities   

Surveillance:  
 481 new cases, 6 known deaths, 35,571 cumulative number of COVID cases with 551 deaths. 

 85% of the new cases and 60% of reported deaths were from more than 7 days ago.         

 A 40% reduction in the number of active cases compared to last week’s cases.   

 There appears to be a decline in the number of active cases while test positivity dropped to 7%. 

 Continue work on strengthening provincial and national level routine surveillance, to ensure 
reporting is able to provide a timely reflection of current COVID activity, trends and also support in 
providing technical advice.  

 Delta Variant: 23 delta cases were reported, cumulative number of delta cases now is at 387 with 
98% recovery rate. 4/5 reported DV deaths had an underlying condition. 

 
 

This Situation Report is jointly issued by PNG National Department of Health (NDOH) and World Health Organization (WHO) once weekly. This 
Report is not comprehensive and covers information received as of reporting date.      
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Figure 1. Epidemiological curve of total COVID-19 cases in Papua New Guinea as of 05
th

 December 2021 (n:35,571) 

 

Figure 2: Positivity and testing trend from 20
 
Jan 2020 – 05 December 2021 

 

Laboratory:  
 11 participants from the first batch 

International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
training on handling of Dangerous Goods and 
Shippers Declaration have all successfully 
completed and passed exams. They are now 
certified and licensed to pack and ship 
Biological Substances both domestically and 
internationally. Subsequent trainings for 
remaining two batches to follow in coming 
weeks. Training is supported by WHO and 
facilitated by Air Niugini. 

 
Clinical Management and Infection Prevention Control: 
 Forecasting of equipment, consumables, medication and PPE for next year is on-going with the 

support of WHO. 
 WHO conducted weekly meetings with the Correctional Services TWG to provide technical advice 

on COVID-19 clinical pathways and IPC requirements in prisons. 
 Meeting held with DFAT on support for the national EMT and to increase clinical and biomedical 

capacity in the provinces.  
 Met with NCD PHA CEO on improving IPC, clinical referral pathways and home isolation 

monitoring within NCD. 
 The 5 days IPC National Training of Trainers (TOT) workshop has been postponed to the 13 

December, 2021. This event will be preceded by a two day session by key IPC focal points who will 
work on the National IPC Guidelines and finalize an IPC training pack for future IPC training. 
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Figure 3: NCC, Critical SOH COVID-19 PPE ITEMS AS OF 12 

November 2021  

Figure 4: NCC, SOH COVID-19 Lab Items as of 12 November 2021 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE):   
 The team conducted Vaccine Advocacy and Awareness 

campaign for Newcrest Mining in Lihir this week. The 

campaign comprised of four sessions for the different 

categories of mine workers and three sessions 

(advocacy and Q&A sessions) for the communities.  

 Over 800 mine workers and 700 community members 
were reached with vaccines information and 

addressed the myths and rumours effectively.  

 On-g5oing printing of festive season IEC materials 

together with Mass media and social media messages. 

Logistics and Supplies:   
 New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) supported logistics 

team to distribute items and surge kits to provinces 

including Oro, Daru and Manus.  

 Received 600,000 masks from Canberra, Australia.  

 Continued processing of monthly orders received from 
provinces/facilities and dispatching of O2 

consumables, concentrators and UTMs for remaining 

provinces. 

 mSupply refresher training conducted with new WHO supported data entry officer. 

 Continue to improve provincial supply chain flow in terms of communication from the provinces 

to the NCC Logistics team. 

 Health Logistics: A meeting was held on Thursday 2 Dec with DFAT on plans to support provinces 
with biomed technician as of January 2022.  

 Continued working on SOPs and lessons learnt about Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) Plant in 
POMGEN. 

 Conducted a two-day (15-16 Nov) site visit to Kupiano Rural Hospital in Central province. 
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Table 4: COVID-19 Cumulative number of persons 

vaccinated as of 2 December 2021  

Figure 6: COVID-19 doses administered as of 2 

December, 2021  

Quarantine & Points of Entry: 
 

 117 international travellers under quarantine.  
 There was one reported COVID-19 cases of international travellers during the reporting 

period. Investigations are being carried out and the individual is in isolation.  

 
Table 3. Persons Screened by Point of Entry 
 

Total Number of Travelers Screened before SOE (Until 22 March 2020) 29,387 

Total Number of Travelers Screened during SOE (23 March – 16 June 2020) 3,788 

Total Number of Travelers Screened after SOE  
(17 June 2020 – 27 November 2021) 
 
 

Air 33,686 

Sea    1,516 

Land 6 

 
 
National Vaccination Rollout  
 Over 211,421 people are fully vaccinated, representing 11% of the government’s 20% target for 

2021 Phase I COVID-19 vaccinations.  

 Over 279,220 people have been vaccinated with at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 

 
 

 
 
National and Provincial Health Update 
 

 The Pandemic Response Coordination Group and the Health Operations Team continued to 
meet regularly at the National Control Centre.  

 Full details of all containment measures can be found at www.covid19.info.gov.pg  
 Commissioner of Police and Controller of the PNG COVID-19 National Pandemic Response 

David Manning has reassured the nation that a careful watch is being undertaken of the new 
emerging COVID-19 strain that has been named as Omicron. 

 Manning calls for caution as scientific information on new COVID-19 Omicron Variant is 
developed 

 Mr Manning said the Government has preparations in place to deploy a rapid response to the 
new threat, drawing from lessons learned during the recent spread of the Delta variant around 
the country. 
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Partner Coordination Activities 
 The Health Cluster meeting was held on the 23 November. Please email osheaj@who.int if you 

or your organisation wishes to join the cluster meetings and present activities. These meetings 
are strategic and are used to align all partner activities.  

 Currently, NCDPHA, WNBPHA and WPHA have expressed interest or are holding weekly 
partner coordination meetings via zoom. If PHA’s wish to engage in similar meetings, please 
contact osheaj@who.int who can assist in facilitating this. 

 Partners are also advised that there will be a shared drive created for direct updates for health 
cluster members to update each week. This will be shared post the Health Cluster meetings 
each fortnight. 

 The next health cluster meeting will be held on the 7 December at 1pm PNG Time. 
 
 

Transmission Assessment 
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For more information about this Situation Report, please contact: 
 
 

                  Dr Daoni Esorom                                                              Mr Jack O’Shea 
                  Deputy Pandemic Controller                                                           Deputy Incident Manager 
                  National Department of Health                                           Health Cluster Coordinator, WHO 
                  Email:  daoniesorom@gmail.com                                                                                      Email: osheaj@who.int  
                 Mobile: +675-7231 3983                         

The epidemic curve shows a declining trend after reaching its highest peak around the 1st and 2nd week of 
October, 2021, similar to observed trend in the last March/April surge therefore may suggest a true decline in 
the number of COVID-19 cases. However, this must be interpreted with caution in view of the delays in reporting 
and overall low testing rates. This observation is supported by the declining weekly trend in the number of cases 
observed in 19/22 provinces (82%). 
In order to allow for delayed reporting and a current data entry backlog, we have conducted the transmission 
assessment based on cases diagnosed in week 47 (15th -21th November, 2021). 
MOMASE REGION  
 All 4 provinces continue to show a decline in case numbers between epi weeks 41 and 47. West Sepik and 

East Sepik, Morobe and Madang are now considered to be in stage 1 transmission (sporadic cases). 

NEW GUINEA ISLAND REGION  
 All 7 provinces appear to show an increasing trend however, with delayed reporting and suspected overall 

low testing rates, trends should be interpreted with caution. ENBP continues to be in stage 3 (widespread) 

community transmission while WNBP, NIP and AROB remain in stage 2 community transmission (localised 

spread). Manus province can now be considered to be in stage 1 transmission (sporadic cases).  

HIGHLANDS REGION  
 All the 7 highlands provinces continue to show declining trends in the number of cases over several weeks 

after a notable surge in the month of October. SHP and WHP are now considered to be stage 2 transmission 

including Hela, Jiwaka and Chimbu provinces, while Enga and EHP remain in stage 1 transmission with 

sporadic cases. 

SOUTHERN REGION 
 Western province continues to show significant reduction in the trend of cases and remains in stage 1 

transmission with sporadic cases. Milne Bay and Gulf provinces continues to show decreasing trend despite 

testing. Both provinces remain in stage 2 transmission (localised spread). 

 NCD has shown significant reduction in the number of cases diagnosed and hospitalised in the context of 

increased testing.  It is now considered to be in stage 2 transmission (localised spread). 

 Gulf province was not reporting until the last few weeks. It is still considered to be in stage 2 transmission.   

 Northern province is not been reporting and so is unclassified but it can be considered high risk and in stage 

3 transmission given unofficial reports of increased cases and deaths. 

 

Additional information about transmission classification can be found on the WHO Western Pacific Regional 

Office (WPRO) COVID-19 transmission stage dashboard at bit.ly/WPRODashboard  
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