Papua New Guinea
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Health Situation Report #104
20 December 2021
Period of report: 13 – 19 December 2021
This Situation Report is jointly issued by PNG National Department of Health (NDOH) and World Health Organization (WHO) once weekly. This
Report is not comprehensive and covers information received as of reporting date.

Situation Summary and Highlights





As of 19 December, PNG has officially reported a
cumulative total of 36,059 confirmed cases of COVID-19
including 589 COVID-19 confirmed deaths.
19 newly diagnosed COVID cases were reported in the past
24 hours.
28 new Delta cases were reported, increasing the
cumulative number of delta cases in country to 627.
Over 221,327 people are fully vaccinated, representing
11.8% of the government’s 20% target for 2021 Phase I
COVID-19 vaccinations. Over 285,003 people have been
vaccinated with at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.

Cluster Updates & Priorities
Surveillance:
 Over 221,327 people are fully vaccinated, representing




11.8% of the government’s 20% target for 2021 Phase I
COVID-19 vaccinations. Over 285,003 people have been
vaccinated with at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.
19 new cases and 0 known deaths today, running total
number of COVID-19 cases at 36, 059 and confirmed
deaths at 589 this week.
11% of the newly reported cases were in the last 8 – 14
days while 89% were in the last 6 days.

Figure 1: Positivity and testing trend from 20 Jan 2020 – 19 December 2021
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Laboratory:
 Completed International Air Transport Association





(IATA) training on handling of Dangerous Goods and
Shippers Declaration for the final batch of participants
from the province. All participants successfully certified
by Air Niugini.
Development of standardized COVID-19 commodities
list, supply management tool and forecasting done for
6-month uninterrupted supply.
Participated in joint field visit with NDOH and WHO to
Northern Province to initiate set up of laboratory
testing and trained on results and reporting pathways.
Facilitated training sessions on laboratory compliance on Infection Prevention and Control (IPC)
during the WHO supported IPC Training of Trainer (ToT) workshop in Port Moresby this week.

Clinical Management and Infection Prevention Control (IPC):








Initiated a joint technical meeting with NCC Laboratory and Surveillance clusters this week to
optimise data collection from the provinces and to work on multisource triggers anticipating the
next surge.
WHO conducted weekly meetings with the Correctional Services TWG to provide technical advice
on COVID-19 clinical pathways and IPC requirements in the prisons.
18 participants, IPC focal points from 16 provinces,
were trained during the three days National
Training of Trainers (ToT) IPC workshop in Port
Moresby this week.
A further 2-days workshop was held for Technical
Working Group workshop on the 18 of December in
Port Moresby to finalise the National IPC Guideline
and training pack for all future IPC training.
IPC guidelines can be further obtained at this link
https://www.health.gov.pg/subindex.php?news=3

Logistics and Supplies:






Presented on Supply Chain Management and warehouse/store management during the IPC ToT
workshop.
Continued processing of monthly orders received from provinces/facilities and dispatching of O2
consumables, concentrators and UTMs for remaining provinces; Madang, Morobe, Hela, SHP, Enga,
WHP, Jiwaka, Simbu, EHP, AROB, NIP, ENB, WNB, Milne Bay, Gulf, Central, Kiunga and NCD (CPHL
and NCC).
mSupply: refresher training conducted for the new WHO supported data entry officer and the
Supply team to be familiarized with mSupply system.
Continue with mapping of biomed devices in health facilities in the provinces.

Quarantine & Points of Entry:



81 international travellers under quarantine as of the 10 December, 2021.
There was no reported COVID-19 case of international travellers during the reporting period.

Table 3. Persons Screened by Point of Entry
Total Number of Travelers Screened before SOE (Until 22 March 2020)
Total Number of Travelers Screened during SOE (23 March – 16 June 2020)
Total Number of Travelers Screened after SOE
(17 June 2020 – 18 December 2021)

29,387
3,788
Air

34,682

Sea

1,770

Land

6
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National Vaccination Rollout



Over 221,327 people are fully vaccinated, representing 11.8% of the government’s 20% target for
2021 Phase I COVID-19 vaccinations.
Over 285,003 people have been vaccinated with at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.

National and Provincial Health Update



The Pandemic Response Coordination Group and the Health Operations Team continued to
meet regularly at the National Control Centre.
Full details of all containment measures can be found at www.covid19.info.gov.pg

Partner Coordination Activities






The final Health Cluster meeting for 2021 was held on the 7 December. Please email
osheaj@who.int if you or your organisation wishes to join the cluster meetings and present
activities. These meetings are strategic and are used to align all partner activities.
Thank you to PATH and UKMED (iEMT) for their presentations during the most recent Health
Cluster Meeting.
Currently, NCDPHA, WNBPHA and WPHA have expressed interest or are holding weekly
partner coordination meetings via zoom. If PHA’s wish to engage in similar meetings, please
contact osheaj@who.int who can assist in facilitating this.
Partners are also advised that there will be a shared drive created for direct updates for health
cluster members to update each week. This will be shared post the Health Cluster meetings
each fortnight.
The next health cluster meeting will be held on the 25 January 2022 at 1pm PNG Time.

_____________________________________________________________________
For more information about this Situation Report, please contact:
Dr Daoni Esorom
Deputy Pandemic Controller
National Department of Health
Email: daoniesorom@gmail.com
Mobile: +675-7231 3983

Mr Jack O’Shea
Deputy Incident Manager
Health Cluster Coordinator, WHO
Email: osheaj@who.int

